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England Netball Player Pathway —
Eligibility & Progression Guidance (2025-26)

Introduction

The England Netball Player Pathway is designed to give every talented athlete the right
opportunities, at the right stage of their development, to reach their potential. This document
sets out eligibility rules for Counties and Pathway Clubs, with particular focus on Under-15
athletes, where most questions arise. It also explains the route from Counties — Pathway
Clubs — Roses programmes.

The selection process for Pathway Club’s Under 15 Academy squads commences in April
2026, drawing participants from assigned county Player Development Programmes. Eligible
athletes must be England Netball members registered on ENgage as part of the England
Netball Player Pathway at the time of attending trials. Athletes selected for the Pathway
Club’s Under 15 Academy programme will receive a “Player Pathway Programme Offer”
which remains valid and cannot be withdrawn before Friday, 1st May 2026, at Spm.

County Netball

County Netball Associations will deliver their Player Development Programmes within their
geographical county area.

Under 13 and Under 15-eligible athletes (and their parents) should be encouraged to attend
the Player Development Programme of the County within which they live or go to school,
and discouraged from travelling excessive distances. Under 13 and Under 15-eligible athletes
may, however, choose the County whose Player Development Programme they wish to
attend.

Pathway Clubs

When selecting Under 15-eligible athletes for either their Pathway Club Under 15 Academy,
or — in the case of exceptional athletes — their Pathway Club Under 17 Academy or Player
Development Programmes, Pathway Clubs may only select athletes that are either registered
on the Player Development Programme of a County within their assigned territory, or who
live or go to school within the geographical boundaries of such a County. An exception will
be made where an athlete is able to show that the regular training venue of an alternative
Pathway Club is closer to their home or school address than that of their assigned Pathway
Club.

To enable continuity of support, existing athletes (those registered in 2024/25) can remain
with the Pathway Club or County with which they were registered on ENgage for 2024/25,
whilst athletes eligible by age for Under 17, 19 or 23 programmes (ie not eligible for Under



15) will continue to be able to choose to access any of the Pathway Club programmes
irrespective of geographical location.

County Programme Eligibility

e Under-13 (U13) and Under-15 (U15) athletes should trial for the County Player
Development Programme (PDP) in the county:
o where they live, or
o where they go to school.
o Athletes may choose another County PDP, but they should avoid excessive travel.

Pathway Club Eligibility

Pathway Clubs (Franchise Academies) deliver the next stage of the pathway. Eligibility rules
vary by age:

U1S Eligibility for Pathway Clubs

o Pathway Clubs may only select U15 athletes who:
o are registered in a County PDP within the club’s assigned territory, or
o live or go to school in that territory.
o Exception: If another club’s regular training venue is closer to the athlete’s home or
school, they may be eligible there.
e UlS5 athletes should attend County trials as the route in to the England Netball Player

Pathway.
o Franchise identification happens throughout the season, ahead of April squad
selections.

o  While Pathway Clubs may offer additional opportunities such as commercial hubs,
these are separate from the England Netball Player Pathway. Athletes should prioritise
attending their County Player Development Programme trials, as this is the official
entry point into the national pathway.

o Exceptional athletes may be invited into U17 Academies or PDPs early. This
should be rare and based on sustained evidence, not one-off trials.

U17, U19, U23 Eligibility

e Athletes can join any Pathway Club programme, regardless of county or geography.
o At these stages, freedom of movement applies.

Roses Programmes (National Squads)

e The Roses Academy and National Age Group Squads (NAGs) select from the talent
pool developed in Pathway Clubs.

o Entry is through identification, monitoring and selection by England Netball
Performance staff.



o Athletes are assessed on long-term potential, not just performance at one trial.

Why This Matters

e Reduce travel & cost: Local first, progress when ready.

e Clarity: Parents, players, and coaches understand the route.

e Development before selection: Athletes develop in their natural age group before

moving up.

e Support Counties: Keeps Counties central to talent development.

County PDP (U13 & U15) — Pathway Club Academies (U15/U17/U19/U23) — Roses
Academy & National Teams

NSL Club County Reglon NSL Club County Region
Manchester Thunder |[Cumbria NW Loughborough Lightning |Leicestershire EM
Lancashire NW Northamptonshire |EM
Greater Manchester NwW North Bucks S
Merseyside NW South Bucks S
Cheshire NW Oxfordshire S
Leeds Rhinos North Yorkshire Yorkshire | Nottingham Forest Derbyshire EM
West Yorkshire Yorkshire Nottinghamshire EM
South Yorkshire Yorkshire Lincolnshire EM
Humberside Yorkshire Staffordshire WM
Northumberland NE
Tyne &Wear NE Birmingham Panthers Birmingham WM
North Durham NE Warwickshire WM
South Durham & Cleveland |NE Herefordshire WM
South Staffordshire (WM
Cardiff Dragons Wales Worcestershire WM
Shropshire WM
Gloucestershire SW
NSL Club County Region County Regiﬂ
London Mavericks Cambridgeshire E Team Bath Avon SW
East Essex E Somerset SW
Suffolk E Wiltshire SwW
Bedfordshire E East Devon SW
Norfolk E West Devon SwW
Hertfordshire E Cormwall SW
EssexThurrock E Dorset sSw
Middlesex LSE Jersey sSwW
London Pulse Essex Met LSE
Kent LSE
Berkshire S
Surrey LSE
Sussex S
Isle of Wight S
Hampshire S
Guernsey S




Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q: Can my daughter trial at any County PDP?

A: Yes, she can. But she is encouraged to attend the county where she lives or goes to school.
Choosing further away could increase travel and may affect later eligibility for Pathway
Clubs.

Q: If my daughter is U15, can she go straight to a Pathway Club?
A: No. U15 athletes must enter the pathway through their County PDP. Pathway Clubs can
only select U15s already registered in their territory’s counties (unless closer venue applies).

Q: What if my daughter is an exceptional U15?
A: In rare cases, a U15 athlete may be invited into a U17 Academy or PDP early. This will be
based on consistent evidence across the season, not just a trial.

Q: At what age can players move freely between Pathway Clubs?
A: From U17 onwards. U13/U15 athletes must remain within the counties linked to their
club’s territory.

Q: Why can U1S5s choose their County PDP if the aim is to reduce travel?
A: The choice is there to allow for school or family circumstances, but athletes should avoid
unnecessary long travel. The main principle is to keep young athletes local and balanced.

Q: Will Pathway Clubs run U1S trials?

A: Selection for U15 Pathway Club programmes happens through collaboration with Counties.
Trials are focused at County level to keep opportunities local and accessible. Pathway Clubs
monitor County programmes and may identify athletes during the season for their squads.



